
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1212 March 9, 2023 
for taking up my bill, H.R. 187, the De-
fault Prevention Act, today. 

Similar bills I introduced passed this 
House in 2013 and 2015, and I am grati-
fied the committee would take it up in 
this session. The bill simply provides 
that even if there is a fiscal impasse in 
our deliberations over the debt limit, 
the debt of the United States will al-
ways be paid in full and on time. 

Frankly, that is already the law. Our 
revenues vastly exceed our debt service 
costs. As every family knows, if you 
are living off your credit cards, you 
better make the minimum payment 
first. The law and the Constitution re-
quire it. 

The organic act that established the 
Treasury Department in 1789 is clear 
on this point: ‘‘ . . . it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to di-
gest and prepare plans for the improve-
ment and management of the revenue, 
and for the support of public cred-
it. . . .’’ 

I repeat: The management of the rev-
enue and the support of public credit. 

The Constitution is also crystal 
clear. The 14th Amendment commands 
that the public debt is not to be ques-
tioned. The GAO spelled it out so there 
would be no doubt when they answered 
the Senate Finance Committee in 1985, 
‘‘The Treasury is free to liquidate obli-
gations in any order it finds will best 
serve the interests of the United 
States.’’ 

Yet, over the years, various Presi-
dents have threatened to default on the 
debt as a way to roil markets and pres-
sure lawmakers to bend to their will. 
This President, sadly, is no different. 

Even while the Obama Treasury De-
partment was denying it had the abil-
ity to prioritize payments to pay the 
debt first, we later discovered it was 
making preparations to do exactly 
that. We also discovered documents 
that revealed that Federal Reserve of-
ficials were appalled that the adminis-
tration would ever suggest defaulting 
because such statements ran a severe 
risk of panicking credit markets. We 
are hearing those same statements 
today from some Democrats in this 
Congress and in this administration. 

The Default Prevention Act simply 
takes this threat off the table. Amend-
ments being offered by the committee 
also require priority be given to Social 
Security, Medicare, and defense to as-
sure no President can threaten to hold 
seniors or servicemembers or veterans 
hostage, as well. 

Nor is this unusual. Most State con-
stitutions provide that first call on any 
revenues is to maintain and protect 
their sovereign credit. Indeed, several 
years ago, in testimony to the Senate, 
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke praised these State provi-
sions for maintaining confidence in 
State-issued bonds. 

This is not to endorse a prolonged 
impasse over the debt limit. Post-
poning prompt payment of other bills 
is not a good thing, but the full faith 
and credit of our country is funda-

mental to paying all of those other 
bills, and that is why we should pre-
vent any President from threatening to 
default on that credit. 

The most preposterous claim we hear 
is that this prioritizes paying China be-
fore other obligations. The fact is, 
most debt is held by Americans, includ-
ing most likely your pension fund. 
China holds about 3.2 percent of our 
bonds. 

The debt limit is there for a reason. 
If your family is living beyond its 
means and needs to seek an increase in 
its credit limit, it had better sit down 
around the kitchen table and have a 
very serious discussion over the cir-
cumstances that have gotten it into 
this predicament and what steps it 
needs to take to get out. That is why 
we have a debt limit, to have exactly 
that discussion as a nation. 

That is why it is so disturbing when 
the President says he is not even will-
ing to discuss the subject. Well, consid-
ering the fact that he has added $3.7 
trillion to the national debt in just 25 
months in office, that is irresponsible. 

Not discuss it? Why in the world does 
he think we have this building with the 
dome on top at the very center of our 
Capital City? 

It was built exclusively to have these 
discussions, to talk out our differences, 
and to reach a wise and satisfactory 
conclusion for our public policy ques-
tions. 

Not discuss the biggest fiscal threat 
our Nation has ever faced? 

He can’t be serious. 
However, serious or not, no President 

should have the ability to threaten to 
default on our debt, to destroy the full 
faith and credit of the government, or 
to take hostage our seniors, our vet-
erans, and our other servicemembers. 
This bill prevents him from ever 
threatening to do so again, and it needs 
to be enacted. 

f 

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN NATIONAL MU-
SEUM PILOT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Tuskegee 
Airmen National Museum in Detroit 
for securing $500,000 in grant funding 
for its pilot training program from the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

The Tuskegee Airmen National Mu-
seum was originally founded to record 
and honor the unsung but substantial 
contributions of our Nation’s first 
Black military airmen. 

Madam Speaker, the museum has 
grown to operate from three different 
locations across the city of Detroit, in-
cluding the Charles H. Wright African 
American History Museum, historic 
Fort Wayne, and the Coleman A. 
Young municipal airport, where it of-
fers career training programs for young 
people interested in aviation and aero-
space science. 

The museum takes particular pride 
in its community engagement around 
aviation training, which has been in 
operation for more than 30 years. 
$500,000 will go a long way in their 
flight training program which is of-
fered to young people age 14–19 in the 
metropolitan Detroit area and puts 
students on the path toward obtaining 
a private pilot’s license. I wish you 
could have seen the excited faces when 
I went to one of their events for young 
people, again, learning to fly. 

The museum works in partnership 
with many of our local organizations 
and universities to connect the many 
interested students with training and 
resources. 

I say this wholeheartedly, I am so 
proud that our own government, the 
Federal Aviation Administration, sees 
the gem that the Tuskegee Airmen Na-
tional Museum is. Their training pro-
gram and the unique opportunities 
they offer to our young people is truly 
a huge contribution to Wayne County, 
Michigan. Again, I am pleased to see 
the FAA see a tremendous value in 
their work. 

WAR IN YEMEN 
Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today to uplift the Yemeni people who 
have been suffering from the inhumane 
and violent war. We are approaching 
the eighth anniversary of the start of 
the war in Yemen. 

We must stop U.S. participation in 
this war. It is far past time for us to re-
iterate our support for ending U.S. ties 
to and support for the Saudi coalition. 

After over 10 months now without 
airstrikes in Yemen, the Yemeni peo-
ple want to ensure that these air-
strikes never resume. 

Indiscriminate bombing of civilian 
targets, including hospitals, schools, 
water treatment plants, as well as 
blockading Yemeni ports—committed 
largely with U.S. weapons and 
logistical support—have resulted in 
what the U.N. has described as the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis with 
millions of Yemenis pushed to the edge 
of famine. 

Again, the United States must stop 
any participation in this horrific war. 

Over 11,000 children have died of hun-
ger or been maimed as a result of the 
conflict in Yemen, according to 
UNICEF, an average, Madam Speaker, 
of four a day since the escalation of the 
conflict in 2015. Across Yemen, 23.4 mil-
lion people are in need of humanitarian 
assistance. 

The Yemeni-American families in my 
district are devastated to see their 
families, their native cities, the neigh-
borhoods they all grew up in com-
pletely ripped apart with death, fam-
ine, and violent attacks. 

‘‘May Allah cure you.’’ ‘‘Allah 
yshfeekom.’’ 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN POLITICS 
Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today in support of Women’s History 
Month. I cannot think of any better 
way to recognize and honor women 
than to take active steps in protecting 
them. 
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This week, I am reintroducing House 

Resolution 801 that recognizes violence 
against women in politics is a global 
phenomenon now and that more re-
search should be conducted to examine 
its extent and effects in the United 
States. 

There is a disturbing rise of violence 
against women in politics. We have all 
experienced it in this Chamber. The 
never-ending string of ignorant, hate-
ful, and downright threatening rhetoric 
against colleagues in this room is ex-
tremely unacceptable, and it is the 
same kind of hate that is directed 
against countless women all around 
the globe, especially women of color 
and those with cross-cutting identities. 

Madam Speaker, women have been on 
the frontlines of social justice move-
ments around the world and through-
out our Nation’s history. Violence 
against women in politics is a specific, 
gendered phenomenon, stemming from 
a resistance to increased political par-
ticipation by women intended, again, 
to undermine women as political ac-
tors. 

According to the ‘‘2018 Violence 
Against Women in Politics Report’’ by 
U.N. Women and U.N. Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
it says that women of color are in-
creasingly more affected by this crisis. 

b 1015 
A recent study by U.S. mayors found 

that women mayors are more likely 
than men to experience most types of 
violence and abuse and indicates such 
incidents are not out of the ordinary 
for women in U.S. politics generally. 

In honor of Women’s History Month, 
I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

f 

HONORING TINA TYUS SHAW 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Tina 
Tyus Shaw, who is going to be inducted 
into the Georgia Association of Broad-
casters Hall of Fame this month. 

Those who watch WSAV-TV in Sa-
vannah know that Ms. Shaw has been a 
key part of our local news coverage 
since 1992. Her 30 years of service have 
brought reliable news coverage to 
homes in Georgia’s First District on a 
consistent basis. 

Ms. Shaw is certainly not a stranger 
to winning awards for her work in local 
news either. She has won dozens of 
awards for broadcasting, including the 
National Murrow Award for Best News-
cast. 

In addition to her regular broad-
casting duties, Ms. Shaw is a key play-
er in the fight against breast cancer. 
She created the ‘‘Buddy Check 3,’’ a 
breast cancer detection program, which 
has saved many lives thanks to early 
detection. 

Ms. Shaw’s commitment to her local 
community and her State are a testa-
ment to her character. 

I cannot think of anyone more de-
serving of being inducted into the 
Georgia Association of Broadcasters 
Hall of Fame. 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF SANDRA MARTIN 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the 
life of Sandra Martin, a loving mother, 
wife, and leader from the great State of 
Georgia. 

A native of Cuthbert, Georgia, San-
dra was the class valedictorian at Ran-
dolph Junior/Senior High School in 
1971. 

Sandra met and married the love of 
her life, John F. Martin, Sr., of 
Flemington, more than 50 years ago. 

She would go on to work at the Her-
itage Bank for 40 years and held many 
titles, including vice president. 

In addition to her career at Heritage 
Bank, she was a dedicated public serv-
ant. Sandra was elected to the 
Flemington City Council in 1981 and 
later served as mayor of Flemington 
from 1997 to 2017. 

Sandra loved traveling, spending 
time with her family, and was a com-
mitted member of Flemington Pres-
byterian Church. 

A lifelong servant to her community, 
Sandra’s impact on the State of Geor-
gia will be felt for generations to come. 
She will be dearly missed. 

RECOGNIZING TRACE CARTER 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Trace Carter, an accomplished student 
golfer at Ware County High School. 

Barely 2 years into his high school 
career, Trace is the reigning club 
champion at Okefenokee Country Club, 
highly ranked by the American Junior 
Golf Association, and finished as the 
boys’ 14 to 15 runner-up at the Drive, 
Chip, and Putt National Finals at Au-
gusta National Golf Club. 

Since competing in his first tour-
nament in 2015, Trace has found tre-
mendous success, finishing second and 
third the past 2 years at the Oke-
fenokee invitational. He also helped 
lead Ware County High School to a re-
gion title and a top-five finish at the 
State championship his freshman year. 

Golf has always been an important 
part of Trace’s family, as his mom and 
dad both played on State championship 
teams at Pierce County High School. 
Chase’s grandfather, Royce Carter, my 
dear friend, and one of my earliest sup-
porters, instilled in him the love of golf 
at a very young age. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate 
Trace on his accomplishments. I am 
excited to see what he will achieve in 
the years to come. 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF ANNE HODNETT 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the 
life of Anne Hodnett, a loving mother, 
wife, and dedicated volunteer in her 
community. 

A native of Henry County, Virginia, 
Anne grew up during the Great Depres-
sion, the youngest of eight children. 

Anne later married Roy K. Hodnett, a 
veteran of World War II. 

In 1968, the Hodnetts moved to St. Si-
mons Island where Anne was an active 
volunteer throughout her community. 
Anne used her many talents, such as 
cooking and organizing, to cultivate a 
thriving community. She volunteered 
at St. Simons United Methodist 
Church, The Gathering Place, Manna 
House, MAP International, Amity 
House, and the Island Players, where 
she was a ‘‘life member.’’ 

Another passion Anne had was for 
the stage. She acted in more than 30 
plays and produced nearly 50 of her 
own. Anne operated her own dinner 
theater for several years, entertaining 
tour groups with light comedies and 
Lowcountry boils on their visits to the 
island. 

Anne will be dearly missed. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with her and 
her family. 

f 

MAGA POLITICAL PRIORITIES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POCAN. Madam Speaker, you 
have probably heard the Republican 
majority tell you they are laser fo-
cused on reducing costs for the average 
American by lowering inflation. You 
have likely heard about their alleged 
quest for a smaller, less-intrusive gov-
ernment. Yup, I have heard them, too. 

Well, this week in Congress clearly 
shows they didn’t mean any of that. In 
fact, quite the opposite. 

Just yesterday, Republicans showed 
their real priorities—partisan ultra- 
MAGA political priorities—by consid-
ering a trans and intersex sports ban as 
their opening salvo in their efforts to 
undermine the rights of LGBTQ+ peo-
ple. 

Here are the facts. Young people par-
ticipate in sports to be part of a team, 
learn sportsmanship, and challenge 
themselves. It is about friendships and 
learning to work together as a team. 
The GOP sports ban seeks to strip 
trans girls of all ages of these opportu-
nities. 

Look, there are real, pressing prob-
lems impacting women’s and girls’ 
sports, including sexual harassment 
and assault, lack of equal resources, 
and pay inequality. These are real 
issues that the GOP majority is ignor-
ing. 

There are pressing problems facing 
kids of our Nation, including nearly 
50,000 gun deaths a year, including 
more than 4,700 that involve kids; but 
not a peep from the Republicans in 
Congress about something that is actu-
ally killing children. 

Rather than addressing any of these 
issues, anti-equality politicians on the 
Committee on Education and the 
Workforce spent their first legislative 
markup this session targeting the few 
trans girls and women who participate 
in school sports. 

When it comes to protecting women’s 
sports, we should look to leading wom-
en’s sports and gender justice organiza-
tions like the Women’s Sports Founda-
tion and the National Women’s Law 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:23 Mar 10, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K09MR7.004 H09MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-03-10T07:01:21-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




